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Why we should care about early 
childhood education
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Why we should care ïearly gaps

graphic: nieer.org/yearbook2004/pdf/yearbook.pdf
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Why we should care ïearly gaps

Graphic: http://futureofchildren.org/futureofchildren/publications/docs/15_01_02.pdf
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Why we 
should 
care ï
prediction

Storch, Stacey A.; Whitehurst, Grover J.  Developmental Psychology. Vol 38(6), Nov 2002, 934-947
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Why we should care ïtheory 
(Heckman)
Skill begets skill; learning begets learning. Early disadvantage, if 

left untreated, leads to academic and social difficulties in later 

years. Advantages accumulate; so do disadvantages. 

Most current policies directed towards improving the skills of youth 

focus on schools as the locus of interventioné. While these 

initiatives are well-intentioned, their premise is faulty. Schools work 

with what parents give them.

At current levels of investment, American society over-invests in 

public job training and formal education and under-invests in early 

education for disadvantaged children.
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Why we should care: Long term 
impacts from old model programs

http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2005/RAND_MG349.pdf
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Perry preschool IQ over time
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Invest in early childhood programs?

Yes, but which ones?



5/10/2010

10

Current federal preschool programs

ÅHead Start

ÅEarly Head Start

ÅEven Start
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Head 

Start

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/hs/impact_study/reports/impact_study/executive_summary_final.pdf
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Head 

Start

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/hs/impact_study/reports/impact_study/executive_summary_final.pdf
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Early 

Head 

Start 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/hs/impact_study/reports/impact_study/executive_summary_final.pdf
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Early 

Head 

Start

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/hs/impact_study/reports/impact_study/executive_summary_final.pdf
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Even 

Start

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pdf/20053002.pdf
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Even Start

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pdf/20053002.pdf
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What about specific curricula and 
programs?

Shop carefully
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Creative curriculum vs. DLM + Open Court
effects at the end of kindergarten
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http://ies.ed.gov/ncer/pubs/20082009/pdf/20082009_rev.pdf
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What Works Clearinghouse - Math
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Summary

ÅThere are large differences by family income in school  

readiness

ÅThese differences powerfully  predict later school 

achievement

ÅIt should be easier to fix problems early than late

ÅModel preschool programs from years ago had long-term  

impacts

ÅCurrent large federal programs are ineffective  

ÅSome preschool programs are much more effective than others

ÅPay attention to evidence ïdo what works
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