
 

Quality early care and education 
is a UNIVERSAL issue that 

affects EVERYONE... 
 
Families need access to quality, affordable care 
 
High quality childcare has long-term, positive impacts for children: 

• Higher monthly earnings; 
• Significantly higher home ownership; 
• Significantly fewer arrests; 
• Significantly higher levels of schooling; 
• Significantly fewer social services received in the last 10 years.1 
 

The average annual cost of center-based childcare for children ages 0 to 5 in 
Texas is more than the cost of Public College tuition.2 
 

Texas has one of the longest waiting lists in the country for child care subsidies.3 
 

Caregivers need a living wage, higher professional standards 
 

• Good quality child care is hard to find in a marketplace where child care 
workers earn an average of $14,340 in Texas, and typically receive no 
benefits or paid leave.4 

• The State only requires 8 hours of pre-service training for child care 
workers, but 1,500 hours for a hairdresser. 

• Positive caregiver-child interactions are one of the best indicators of a 
quality childcare program.5 

 

Schools need students who are able and ready to learn 
 
Children who were enrolled in high-quality programs are: 

• Less frequently assigned to special education classes or retained in grade 
in later years. 

• Have better school attendance rates and lower school dropout rates. 
• Show greater motivation for learning and commitment to schooling. 
• Excel in mastery of pre-reading, reading and math skills, and are better 

prepared for school.6 



Businesses need a dependable, productive workforce 
 

• 25% of employees with children less than 12 years old have problems with 
childcare availability 3-5 times in a 3 month period.7 

• Employers pay $3 billion a year due to absenteeism directly related to 
childcare.8 

• Employees with work-family conflicts are three times as likely to consider 
quitting.9 

 

Communities need to invest public funds wisely 
 

Children who were enrolled in high-quality programs are: 
• Less likely to participate in at-risk behaviors as teens such as breaking the 

law and teen pregnancy; 
• Less dependent on government programs as primary source of income; 
• Have a lower rate of unemployment; 
• Show potential for higher lifetime earnings.10

 
 

Every $1 invested in quality early childhood care and education saves as much 
as $7 by increasing the likelihood that children will be literate, employed, and 
enrolled in postsecondary education and less likely to be school dropouts, 
dependent on welfare, or arrested for criminal activity.11
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