Texas Early
Childhood

Edistion Great Start. Great Future.

C“‘”““ Texas Children are Worth the Early Investment!
-

Quality preschool programs including Child Care, Head Start and Pre-kindergarten play an essentia role in ensuring
that children develop to their full potential, enter school ready to succeed, and stay safe while their parents are at work.
To secure the future social quality and economic vitality of this state, it will be critical for Texas to increase
investments in early childhood education and development programs.

Accessto Quality, Affordable Early Childhood Education and Development Programs
Children, birth to five years of age, who are in afull-time early childhood program will spend 12,000
hours in that setting, more time than they spend in school, kinder garten through 12" grade

More than half (56.5%) of Texas children under age six have all parents in the labor force'

Educational Attainment and Success
Children of upper income families begin school with a vocabulary of 20,000 wor ds, children of lower
income families know only 4,000 wor ds"'
Children who participated in high-quality early education and development programs are less frequently
assigned to specia education classes or retained in grade in later years; have better school attendance rates
and lower school dropout rates; show greater motivation for learning and commitment to schooling; excel

in mastery of pre-reading, reading and math skills, and are better prepared for school

Dependable Wor kforce Now and in the Future
Of the 10 least literate citiesin the US, Texas has 5: Arlington, Garland, San Antonio, Corpus Christi
and El Paso’
It is estimated by 2040 30% of the labor force in Texaswill not have a high school diploma”

Securing the Social and Economic Future of Texas
- Eighty-five percent of achild's core brain structure is formed by age three, but less than four percent of

Vil

public investments on education and devel opment have occurred by that time

Every $1 invested in quality early childhood education and development saves as much as$7 by
increasing the likelihood that children will be literate, employed and enrolled in postsecondary education

and less likely to be school dropouts, dependent on welfare, or arrested for criminal activity""
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