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QUESTIONS TO ASK CANDIDATES

If elected, how would you support increased access to quality pre-k programs,
including Child Care, federal Head Start, and Public Pre-kindergarten?

If elected, would you support increased funding for voluntary
pre-k programsin Texas?

BACKGROUND:
Investing in voluntary pre-kindergarten is a sound economic development plan for the future of

Texas. Study after study unambiguously demonstrates that the first five years of a child’s life are
critical to brain development as they are important for the growth of language, critical thinking,
and social skills. The Federa Reserve Bank and other economists contend that no public
investment provides a greater return than the support of early childhood education and
development. While projections of the long-term returns on investment for pre-k programs are
clear and convincing, equally compelling research exists linking pre-k programs to more
immediate reduced state expenditures for remedial education and unnecessary referrals to special
education programs. Education is the key to economic development and quality pre-k programs
are the key to educational success for al children, particularly those living in poverty. Quality
pre-k programs including Child Care, federal Head Start and Public Pre-kindergarten play
an essential role in ensuring that children develop to their full potential, enter school ready to
succeed, and stay safe while their parents are at work.

e Children who participated in high quality pre-k programs are less frequently assigned to
special education classes or retained in grade in later years; have better school attendance
rates and lower school dropout rates; show greater motivation for learning and commitment
to schooling; excel in mastery of pre-reading, reading and math skills, and ar e better
prepared for school'

e Every $1invested in quality pre-k saves between $7 and $17 by increasing the likelihood
that children will be literate, employed and enrolled in postsecondary education and less
likely to be school dropouts, dependent on welfare, or arrested for criminal activity"

e Itisestimated by 2040, 30% of thelabor forcein Texaswill not have a high school
diploma'"



If elected, how would you support community-based organizations
serving infants and toddlers?

BACKGROUND:

Research shows that brain development during the early years occurs at a faster rate than any

other subsequent period and as a result set the foundation for later success in school and life. Due

to the unique needs of infants and toddlers, it is the quality of care, and in particular, the quality

of daily interactions between early childhood providers and babies and toddlers that most

significantly impacts development."

e For every public dollar invested in a school age child in Texas, less than 7 cents is spent on
the education and development of an infant or toddler ages birth through two years’

e Morethan half of Texas women with children under the age of three are in the labor force”

e In Texas, 33% of al the requests for child care to the child care resource and referral
programs were for infant and toddler care"”
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