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San Antonio to host Statewide Summit on Early Childhood Education:
Policymakers, Teachers, & Advocates Gather to Discuss Professional Development in Early Education
Over 400 early childhood education professionals, advocates, and policymakers will attend a statewide professional development summit in San Antonio at the Pearl Stable on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 9:30 a.m – 3:30 p.m.
The summit, titled Preparing Highly Effective Early Childhood Teachers in Texas: A Focus on School Readiness and Professional Development, aims to explore best practices, teacher training, higher education, and new developments in public policy impacting our early care and education workforce.
The day will consist of five panels on essential issues in professional development:

· Exploring Best Practices in Professional Development 

· Critical Issues in Early Education Policy: A Policymaker Perspective 
· Utilizing Cutting Edge Technology to Improve School Readiness

· Texas Higher Education Early Childhood Development Project 

· Texas Early Care and  Education Career Development System (TECECDS) and State Advisory Council on Early Education and Care (SAC) 

The early care and education landscape in Texas consists of a diverse network of professionals and educators operating in a variety of settings. As leaders seek to expand and improve our early care and education system, our state must consider the unique challenges professional development and teacher preparation present to the field. Some of the best minds in early childhood education will come together in San Antonio to explore the complexities of this issue from technology in the classroom to moving early education public policy in a budget strapped year.

The summit comes at a critical time in Texas early education. More children than ever are being served in Head Start, child care, and public school pre-k;  currently the Child Care Minimum Standards are under review by Department of Family and Protective Services; Representative Mark Strama, who will speak at the event, has promised to author an early education reform bill next session.  
Throughout the nation, advocates and researchers are debating how best to enhance school readiness; however, one thing most agree on is the importance of quality professional development in the education of young children.  This statewide professional summit places Texas as a national leader in this ongoing conversation.

“Texas has shown amazing initiative in developing unique systems and tools for raising the skill level of our early childhood education workforce,” said Dr. John Gasko, Director of State Initiatives for the Children’s Learning Institute, “this summit is a continuation of that spirit, one in which leaders in the field will engage directly with the workforce--something that rarely happens on such a large scale.”  

The event is sponsored many statewide organizations: The Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition (TECEC), Children's Learning Institute (CLI), Family Service Association, Texas Education Agency (TEA), Association of Texas Professional Educators (ATPE), Raise Your Hand Texas (RYHT), Texas Association of Business (TAB), Texas Association for the Education of Young Children (TAEYC), Texas Association of School Administrators (TASA), Texas Association of School Boards (TASB), Texas Head Start State Collaboration Office (THSSCO), Texas PBS, Texas State Teachers Association (TSTA), and the Texas Head Start Association.
“We are thrilled that such a diverse network of organizations recognized the need for a highly trained early childhood workforce,” said Kara Johnson, President and CEO of TECEC, “the movement to build a system of high quality early childhood education continues to grow in Texas, and we are hoping that this event will build strong momentum for the field as we prepare for the 82nd Texas Legislature.”
Members of the media are encouraged to attend this event, but should contact Don Titcombe directly in order to reserve a seat.

See the agenda below for panel times and a listing of speakers.  

###
Agenda

	Time
	Agenda Item
	Speaker 

	9:30-9:45
	Registration and Sign-in
	

	9:45-10:00
	Welcome and Opening Remarks
	Nancy Hard, Family Service Association 

	10:00-10:30

	Rethinking Quality in Early Childhood Settings: A Focus on Caring and Highly Effective Teachers
	Dr. John W. Gasko, Children’s Learning Institute 

	10:30-11:30
	Panel #1: Exploring Best Practices in Professional Development
	Facilitator: Kara Johnson, Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition 

Dr. Susan Landry, Children’s Learning Institute
Dr. Andy Mashburn, University of Virginia 
Lonnie Hutson, Kids R Kids
Ana Dehoyos O’Connor, San Antonio College

	11:30-12:05
	Lunch Buffet
	

	12:05-12:45
	Lunch Panel: Critical Issues in Early Education Policy: A Policymaker Perspective 
	Facilitator: Bill Hammond, Texas Association of Business 

Representative Rob Eissler 
Representative Mark Strama
Representative Mike Villarreal 

	12:45-1:30
	Panel #2: Utilizing Cutting Edge Technology to Improve School Readiness
	Facilitator: Kara Johnson, Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition 

Annette Logsdon, Teachscape
Dr. Susan Landry, Children’s Learning Institute 
Colleen Schiebold, Children’s Learning Institute  
Dr. Stephen Green, Texas AgriLife Extension Service

	1:30-2:15
	Panel #3: Texas Higher Education Early Childhood Development Project
	Facilitator: Kara Johnson, Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition 

Mary Clare Munger, Amarillo College
Dr. Debbie Simpson Smith, San Jacinto College
Sonya Coffey, Children’s Learning Institute 


	2:15-2:30
	Break
	

	2:30-3:20
	Panel #4: Texas Early Education Career Development System/Statewide Advisory Council 
	Facilitator: Kara Johnson, Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition 

Susan Hoff, United Way of Metropolitan Dallas 
LaShonda Brown, Texas Head Start State Collaboration Office 
Aaron Carrera, Texas Association for the Education of Young Children 
John Whitcamp, Child Care Associates
Blanca Enriquez, Region 19 Head Start
David Fincher, National Child Care Coalition 

	3:20-3:30
	Closing
	Kara Johnson, Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition  
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The Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition (TECEC) represents more than 300 member organizations from across Texas dedicated to building a high quality early childhood education and development system for children ages birth to five. For more information, please visit www.tecec.org.

