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/ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {/9/5Ωǎ ²ƻǊƪ

ÅTexas had the fastest growing child population in the 
US between 2000-2003.

ÅThere are almost 650,000 three- and four-year-old 
children in Texas.

ÅApproximately 22% of Texas children under 5 years of 
age live in poverty.

ÅBy 2040, Texas school enrollment will double.

ÅInvestments in high quality early childhood 
education programs consistently and conservatively 
generate benefit-cost ratios exceeding 3-to-1: more 
than a $3 return for every $1 invested.
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Advances in the neuroscience of 

brain development:

ÅCritical nature of development in the early years

ÅwƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ
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Highlights from the NELP report

ÅPredictors of Reading, Spelling, and Writing:

ïAlphabet knowledge

ïPhonological awareness

ïRapid naming of letters/digits and objects

ïWriting
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Other significant predictors:

ÅConcepts about print

ÅOral language including grammar, definitional 
vocabulary, listening comprehension, and 
vocabulary
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Interventions and programs that 
impacted early  precursor skills

ÅCode-focused (n=78) impacted conventional 
literacy skills

ÅShared-reading (n=19) ςprint knowledge, oral 
language

ÅParent and home programs ( n=32) ςlanguage and 
cognitive skills

ÅPreschool and kindergarten (n=33) ςspelling and 
reading readiness

ÅLanguage enhancement (n=28) ςoral language 
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Early Reading and Mathematics Development
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How Can Teachers Help Young Children Be 

School Ready 
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What is the Focus for Preschool Children?

ÅDevelop phonological awareness, letter 

knowledge and early writing

ÅUnderstand and use increasingly complex 

and varied language

ÅDevelop and demonstrate an appreciation  

for books

ÅDevelop math skills

ÅDevelop social and emotional competence

ÅUse language to communicate for a variety 

of purposes

To become School Ready!



5/10/2010

9

9

School Readiness Emerges 
from Supportive Social 

Relationships
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1. Use of Responsive Interaction style to   
support learning

2. Contentthat predicts school readiness

3. Planning that takes advantage of recent 
brain research: development of memories

4. A balanceof teaching strategies

5. Flexible groupingsof children for learning-
one-to-one, small groups, large groups 

6. MonitoringƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ 
that inform instruction

Instructional Approaches:

6 Key Areas for Quality
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Key Aspects of Responsiveness 

Across Theoretical Frameworks

ωContingent responding

(3 term chain of events)

ωEmotional/affective support
(e.g. warmth, positive affect)

ω{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ
όƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎύ

ωRich stimulation
(e.g. language of input)
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Focus of Teacher Attention:
Responsive Style + Content Plan

Build Experiences:

Memories + Balance + Variety in groupings
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Content

Goal:

Bringcontent 
together with  
responsive 
interaction style
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Print Knowledge

They demonstrate knowledge of the units of print
(letters, words) and ability to translate print to sound
and sound to print (letter-to-sound) and understanding of book and 
print concepts.

Phonological Awareness 

They demonstrate sensitivity to, manipulation of, and use of sounds 
in words.

14

Oral Language

They acquire vocabulary that informs them about the world; they use 
language to construct relationships
and categories, to figure things out, and to solve problems.  They also 
use language to express ideas and participate in social contexts.

Three Key Domains Research Says 
Predict Reading Success
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Skill Domains in Mathematics

Numbers can be used to tell us how many, describe order, and measureNumbers & 
Operations

Geometry can be used to understand and to represent the objects directions, 

locations in our world and relationships between themGeometry

/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ άƘƻǿ ƳǳŎƘέ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
attribute (e.g. length) objects possess.Measurement

Data analysis can be used to classify, represent, and use information to ask 

and answer questions.
Data Analysis

Patterns can be used to recognize relationships and can be extended to 
make generalizations.

Algebra
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Key Early Social Domains

Understanding Emotions: Inferring basic emotions from expressions or 

situations and understanding the consequence of basic emotions.

Behavioral & Emotion Regulation:Use of emotional gestures and 

verbalizations to express feelings in a social situation; inhibition of 

socially disapproved expressions of emotion (hitting, tantrums, biting)

Initiating and Maintaining Positive Engagement with Peers:Ability to 

be effective in interactions with peers, the result of organized behaviors 

that meet short-term and long-term developmental needs

(cooperating, listening, turn taking, seeking help)
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SCAFFOLDING

demonstrations

questioning

observation

pacing

commenting
responsiveness

modeling

challenge new discoveries

gestures

Bringing Content and Responsive 
Interactions Together

Vocabulary

Phonological 

awareness

Background 

knowledge

find teachable moments
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Responsive Style + Content + Planning

Efficient 
Development of 

Memories

Planning that 
takes advantage of 

recent brain 
research
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How This Looks Across the Day

Time 1
(8:00 AM)

Circle Time

Students report on 
trip to construction 
site, discuss target 

vocabulary

Time 2
(9:30 AM)

Read Aloud

Book on building a 
house with 
vocabulary 
discussion

Time 3
(10:00 AM)

Writing Center

Class made books of 
field trip to 

construction site

Teacher planning that efficiently builds 
background knowledge

ά¢ƛƳŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎέΥ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
with repeated learning experiences that are related in 

content
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Individual 
Progress 

Monitoring and 
Re-teaching

Efficient Development of Memories
Bringing the theme into the classroom

Block Center

Books about 
construction and  

objects that allow for 
άŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ Ǉƭŀȅ

Writing Center
Make a class book about 

things you build that 
start with the letter h

example: hospital, 
house, hotel

Listening Center
Syllabication game

Look at construction 

pictures and tally 

number of syllables
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Responsive Style + Content + Planning

Direct and 
Indirect 

Instruction

Balance of Teaching 

Strategies
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Flexible Groupings of Children for Learning

ÅOne on one

ÅSmall groups

ÅLarge Groups
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A critically important goal in early 

childhood is to understand the 

individual progress and needs of 

children.

Assessing Learning
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Why Do We Assess?

These skills are too important for 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ άƎǳŜǎǎέǘƛƳŀǘŜ 

progress.
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25

Evaluating what it takes to 
support teachers to have 

high quality programs
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Three Key Instructional Components

Research Tested 
Curriculum

Web-Based 
Professional Development 
with Classroom Mentors Technology-Driven 

Monitoring of 
Child Learning


