Inventory of Child Assessments

Target Group: Primary Planners

Although the types of assessment of the child’s development vary, just about every program working with children uses some type of assessment – some formal, some informal – some for the purpose of overall program planning, some for individualizing the program for the child. Before beginning to coordinate programs, it is usually helpful for those planning the coordination to understand as much as they can about the various types of assessments that coordinating partners are using.

In some cases, the conducting of assessments and the sharing of at least aggregate information has been an area where coordination could occur and that resulted in a savings to all partners.

Indicate assessment instruments does your program administer to children and  note if that instrument is administered at various times during the year in order to assess progress (pre/post assessments).

	Program
	Assessment
	Is it Pre/post? 

(Yes/No)
	For Program Assessment (P) 

Child Assessment (C) 

or Both (B)
	Standard State or National Assessment? Y/N
	Conducted on all children or only a sample?
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	Childcare
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public Schools
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Does your program already share the aggregate information from some or all of the assessment with coordinating partners? (yes/no)
Head Start 

          Childcare  

     Pre-K  
 

If no, are there any existing formal policies, rules, regulations, or laws allowing the sharing of aggregate information? (yes/no)
Head Start 

          Childcare  

     Pre-K  
 


Does your program already have an agreement to share assessment data on individual children with other coordinating partners or other community organizations or professionals? (For example, many Head Start and Public School and some Childcare programs do secure permission from parents to share health  information or mental health information with professionals in the community who will be providing services to the child. Also some Head Start and public schools, with the parents’ knowledge and permission, have coordinated services with one another and with community ECI service providers.) (yes/no)
Head Start 

          Childcare  

     Pre-K  
 

If you answered “no” to the above questions, are there any formal policies, rules, regulations, or laws that would prevent (even with the parents’ permission) the sharing of assessment information on an individual child. (yes/no)
Head Start 

          Childcare  

     Pre-K  
 


What type of informal assessments of children is your organization conducting? Are those for the purpose of program assessment (P) or individualization (I) of services to the needs of the child? Are those program-wide (P) or on a classroom-by-classroom (C) basis?

	Program
	Informal Assessment
	For Program Assessment (P) or

Individualization( I ) ?
	Program-Wide (P) or 

Classroom-by-classroom (C)?



	Head Start
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Childcare
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Public Schools
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


If not collecting data – either formally or informally – to assess the effectiveness of your organization’s services, how is program effectiveness assessed?

Head Start
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Pre-K




































If not collecting data – either formally or informally – for the purpose of individualizing services to each child, are those services individualized – and if yes, what serves as the basis for that individualization? 

Head Start
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