
Fast Facts on the Early Childhood Workforce

The Impact of the Child Care Industry on the Texas Economy as of 2003:1

 The Child Care industry is projected to be the 11th fastest growing industry through 2010.
 109,000 jobs in the field.
 $1.4 billion in wages are generated for members of the Child Care workforce.
 $938 million in economic output.
 The Texas Workforce Commission Labor Market Information Department projects that approximately

35,810 new jobs in the childcare industry will be created by 2010.
 The Child Care workforce enables 558, 012 parents to work. Those parents in turn generate

$14.5 billion in wages.

Annual Wages for Early Childhood Professionals in 2005: 2

IN TEXAS NATIONALLY
 Child Care Workers (median): $15,090 $16,760
 Head Start Teachers (mean): $25, 847 $24,211
 Preschool Teachers (median): $22,720 $20,980

Facts for Making Comparisons:
 Texas only requires 8 hours of pre-service training for child care workers. In contrast, 1,500 hours of pre-

service are required for a hairdresser. 3

 Child-per-Caregiver Ratios Required by the State of Texas and Recommended by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children:

REQUIRED IN TEXAS4 NAEYC RECOMMENDED5

9-month-olds 4:1 3:1 to 4:1
27-month-olds 11:1 4:1 to 6:1
4-year-olds 18:1 10:1
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