Eligibility Coordination

Of all the hurdles for those attempting enrollment, problems with varying eligibility guidelines cause the most misunderstandings. Remember, much of what is being done in coordination now has not been done before, so even those who are the most ardent advocates of coordination may have little actual experience in constructing a coordinated eligibility system that actually works. This is still an area of experimentation – while that means it could result in making some mistakes, it also means it gives you a pretty good way to explain and justify those mistakes.

· How is the eligibility for your program determined?

	
	
	By income and family size
	
	By income and family size plus work or school requirement
	
	Based on the assessment of the child
	
	By geography
	
	Other (specify)

	Head Start
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Childcare
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pre-K
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Do you have any latitude in these eligibility standards?

Head Start     



































Child Care 



































Pre-K 




































· Does your organization make the eligibility determination or is that done by another organization?

Head Start __________

Childcare   __________

Pre-K         __________

· Once eligibility is determined, how long before it had to be re-determined? (See attached ACYF Issuances)

Head Start __________

Childcare   __________

Pre-K         __________

· If the child or family circumstances change, does that automatically trigger a re-determination of eligibility, and if yes, what circumstances trigger that re-determination?

Head Start 




































Childcare 




































Pre-K 




































· If there is a varying fee connected with your services that is triggered by variations in eligibility criteria, what are those fees and what factors affect them?

Head Start 




































Childcare 




































Pre-K 




































· If there are prohibitions against collection of fees, what are those; what accommodations are made for coordination of programs between those programs that charge fees and those programs that do not and; are reviewers of programs giving consideration to programs that are attempting to coordinate?

Head Start 




































Childcare 




































Pre-K 




































· If those eligible for your program exceed the funding you have available to provide service, what do current regulations require you to do, and if that includes establishing priority criteria for your services, what are those priorities?

Head Start 




































Childcare 




































Pre-K 
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