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“High-quality early education programs that givedkithe right start in life are among
the powerful weapons we have in the fight againstez”
-- Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

» According to theBush School of Government and Public Service at Tas A&M
University every$1.00 invested in high quality pre-k yields _at leds$3.50 to Texas
communitiesthrough:

0 Savings to the public school system as a resutedficed special education
and remedial costs;

0 Savings to the criminal justice system due to reded adult crime rates;

0 Savings to the child welfare system as a resuleady intervention and
reduced cases of child abuse and neglect.

* Research shows that-risk children left out of quality pre-kindergart en arefive times
more likely to grow up to become criminalsby age 27 than children in pre-
kindergarte.

» Children who participaten high quality preschoolprograms aréess likely to repeat a
grade, less likely to be placed in special educatiomndmore likely to graduate from
high school'

« More than 80% of Texas prison inmates are high school dropbuts.
« 1in 3juvenilessent to the Texas Youth Commission are schooladrts)
« Texasspends 2.3 times as much per prisonas per public school student.

» Each teen prevented from becoming an adult offendesouldsave Texas between $1.7
and $2.3 millionper youth”'

» Although the average age at commitment istié typical youth in the Texas Youth
Commissiorhas the reading and math skills of a8 grade student and40% of the
youth in the Texas Youth Commissiame eligible for special education referrals”

* A national independent survey shows that an ovelming 71% of the nation’s law
enforcement leaders chosproviding “more after-school programs asducational
child care programs” as the most effective strategfor reducing youth violence and
crime.™
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