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House Bill 2327

Great Start. Great State.

Investing Where it Matters Most, Early Childhood Education and Development

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Public Education Committee of the Texas House, my name is Kaitlin Guthrow, Executive Director of the Texas Early Childhood Education Coalition (TECEC). The Coalition comprises a statewide network of more than 150 diverse, member organizations committed to building a voluntary system of quality early care and education to ensure that all children in Texas enter kindergarten with the necessary skills to be successful in their education and life. With the help of our member organizations and experts from across the state and country, we have developed The Texas Plan, Statewide Early Education and Development System (Texas SEEDS), a ten-year public policy agenda for a voluntary, integrated system of quality early care and education. House Bill 2327, along with our three other priority bills this session, are the critical first steps in realizing this vision for children and families in Texas.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony before you today in support of House Bill 2327 (HB2327).

As a result of the growing body of research on brain development as well as research linking investments in early childhood as a tool for the economic development of entire communities; we are witnessing a national, state, and local movement to focus on high quality preschool programs.  Study after study unambiguously shows that the first five years of a child’s life are critical to brain development as they are important for the growth of language, critical thinking and social skills.  We also know from the growing sector of economists speaking out in support of quality preschool programs that investing in the first five years of a child’s life yields very large returns.

The challenge that Texas faces in supporting high quality standards is that the current early care and education system in Texas is complex and fragmented including numerous providers (Child Care, Head Start, and Pre-k), various funding streams, and diverse program standards and policies. The system is also under funded serving only a portion of eligible children. The challenge is how to optimize dollars and identify flexibility of funding streams including federal, state and local resources.  In addition, the state of Texas made a critical investment in 2003 with bi-partisan support and passage of Senate Bill 76 and the Texas Early Education Model under the auspices of the State Center for Early Childhood Development (SCECD).  The results of this historic statewide demonstration project show that it is possible to close the preparation gap, that is the gap between those children that enter school ready to succeed and those that do not.  HB2327 would pave the way for expanding the TEEM model and identifying fiscal barriers for integration of resources at the state level in order to serve more children at the local level in high quality early childhood education and development.

National research has shown that while 85% of a child’s core brain structure is formed by age 4, less than 9% of public investments in early childhood education and development have occurred by that time.
  Texas must ensure that every public and private dollar spent on preschool programs achieves the greatest impact possible.  The appointment of a special blue-ribbon committee will ensure maximization and optimization of limited resources for early care and education programs. Moreover, the committee will study and prepare a detailed report on preferred mechanisms to provide long-term and stable funding for early childhood education and development in Texas. Although other states have conducted similar initiatives, no high-level study of this nature has occurred in Texas. The landmark study that is proposed through HB2327 has the potential to identify ways for increased systems coordination and building a system of early childhood education that supports high quality.
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� Early Learning Left Out: Closing the Investment Gap for America’s Youngest Children, 2nd Edition.  A report by: Voices for America’s Children and the Child and Family Policy Center. April 2005.





